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Burundi 


Burundi: Clashes Break Out in Northwest as Probe 
Into Massacre Begins 


ABO0805 185696 Paris AFP 1522 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, May 8 (AFP) — 
Clashes broke out in northwest Burundi between the 
Tutsi-dominated army and Hutu rebels, military sources 
said here Wednesday [8 May], as an international probe 
began into a massacre which reportedly killed 230. 


Army spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Longin Minani 
said the fighting flared in Cibitoke but he could not 
give a casualty toll. 


He said the rebels were using Zaire as a rear base — a 
claim Kinshasa has always denied — despite the border 
between the two countries being closed on May 2. 


Meanwhile Burundian authorities and the United Na- 
tions began investigations into the suspected massacre 
of more than 230 Hutu civilians near the central town 
of Buhoro on April 26. 


The National Security Council, Burundi’s supreme gov- 
erning body, on Tuesday [7 May] set up a commission 
of inquiry into the incident. Several of its members were 
Wednesday already in Buhoro in Gitega province, the 
Minani said. 

The UN has also sent a mission to Buhoro, informed 
sources said. Although the UN mission in Bujumbura 
would not comment, a spokesman in New York stated 
Tuesday that it was sending three human rights ob- 
servers. 


The US State Department announced Monday that top 
human rights envoy John Shattuck and US special co- 
ordinator for Burundi and Rwanda, Richard Begovian, 
were to visit the two countries. 


Begovian arrived in Burundi on Tuesday but Shattuck, 
US assistant secretary of state, delayed his trip for 
several days for what were described as personal 
reasons, 


The United States will not be conducting its own 
inquiry into the alleged massacre, although US State 
Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said that “it 
appears that elements within the military or the Tutsi 
militia may have been responsible” for it. 


Begovian was due Wednesday to meet Burundi’s de- 
fense and foreign relations ministers, the parliament 
speaker and leading politicians and ambassadors. He 
was also expectcd to meet officials of nongovernmental 
organizauions. 


The Burundian army has consistently denied responsi- 
bility for the killings. 
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Minani said: "When they say the army has carried out 
killings, everyone reacts, the internaional community 
gets agitated, but when they are © vels, no one says 
anything.” 


Begovian was due to travel on to Rwanda on Thursday 
which has a similarly explosive ethnic mix to Burundi. 
A civil war in Rwanda in 1994 left more than 500,000 
mainly Tutsis and moderate Hutus dead. 


Pope John Paul Il appealed Wednesday to Burundian 
authorities and other countries affected by the conflict 
“not to abandon efforts at dialogue and negotiation.” 


Burundi: National Security Council Urges United 
Government 


EA0805214096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 8 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Security Council 
this Monday [6 May] and Tuesday convened under 
the chairmanship of the head of state, His Excellency 
Sylvestre Nuibantunganya. During the two-day meeting, 
the council studied security within the country and in 
the Great Lakes sub-region. 


The meeting noted the current insecurity in Burundi and 
neighboring countries since March 1996, when armed 
groups sent by [Leonard] Nyangoma with the help of 
traitors from within the country, waged war against 
the citizens, killing those who did not belong to their 
tribe and did not share their intentions, destroying farms 
and cattle and burning houses. The council adopted 
measures that must be taken so that Burundi can 
overcome the shameful and disastrous daily killings. 


The National Security Council urged the government 
to do everything to fight and defeat all those trying to 
destabilize the country. It urged all politicians to create a 
united front so that the enemy could not take advantage 
of their lack of awareness. They should thus work in 
unity and consult each other, giving the citizens a good 
example of how to defend themselves. 


Third, all those with icable plans aimed at disrupt- 
ing peace and security, together with those who partici- 
pated in the killings which have devastated the country, 
must be prosecuted and punished in a deterrent manner. 


Fourth, the National Security Council urged the gov- 
ernment to make the fight for the restoration of peace 
its priority, since that is the best way to solve all the 
problems of the country. 


Fifth, it said the government must teach citizens, espe- 
cially the youth, plans and correct conduct to protect 
themselves against the enemies who aim to create trou- 
ble in the country and plunge it into killings based on 
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ethnic misunderstanding. However, the National Secu- 
rity Council said it was necessary for the government 
first to explain the nature of the idea of teaching citizens 
to protect themselves. 


The National Security Council also urged the govern- 
ment to foster discussion forums between youth repre- 
sentatives so that they could discuss and find solutions 
to problems pertinent to the times we are living in. 


Seventh, for real justice to prevail in the country, the 
National Security Council urged the government to do 
everything possible to support the judiciary so that those 
perpetrating killings in the country could be brought to 
justice. The criminal courts must act according to the 
truth, without interference. 


Eighth, the government is called on to restore the 
concept of elders’ traditional justice so that elders can 
reconcile people in some cases. 


Ninth, the government is urged to provide all the 
necessary suppor’ and means to those in charge of 
keeping security so that they can curb the killings. 


Tenth, the government must take measures to ensure 
that citizens are not forced to flee all the time, leaving 
their homes and not farming whw a exposes them to the 
scourge of famine. The government must also formulate 
economic planning according to the times we are living 
in. 


As for the citizens, they are called upon to be wary 
of those who are bent on misleading them into leaving 
their homes. They must instead create an unbreakable 
front so that security can prevail. 


In the field of information, the sational Security Council 
urged journalists to be in the {orefront in teaching peace 
and avoid helping those misleading the citizens. Instead 
they should give them news which is in line with ways 
of restoring security in the country. 


It also urged the government to find better ways of 
refuting foreign broadcasts which are unfair to Burundi 
and unjustly accuse it and soil its name within the 
international community. 


As for the international conferences and relations be- 
tween Burundi and its neighboring countries, the Na- 
tional Security Council expressed gratitude to foreign- 
ers for their efforts in trying to solve the insecurity 
and peace problems in Burundi and countries of the 
Great Lakes sub-region. However, the National Security 
Council reminded those representing Burundi at such 
conferences to always keep in mind that the © roblems 
mainly concern Burundians themselves. 


On Burundi's relations with Zaire, it said the govern- 
ment must do everything necessary to reope” the office 
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of the Burundi consular in Bukavu. It also found it nec- 
essary for the government to appoint as soon as possible 
the Burundi representatives in Dar es Salaam and Kin- 
shasa. 


Finally, the National Security Council discussed the 
appointment of the governor of Gitega and Karuzi 
provinces. Indeed, the head of state, His Excellency 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, has just signed decrees ap- 
pointing them. The governor of Gitega province is Mr. 
Tharcisse Nibaruta, while that of Karuzi is Lieutenant 
Colonel Gabriel Gunungu. 


Cameroon 


Cameroon: Forces Reportedly Repel Nigerian 
Army Attack on Bakassi 


AB0905081696 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 8 May 96 


[Italicized passages recorded | 


[FBIS Translated Text) [Announcer] The language ot 
weapons is henceforth rife between Cameroon and 
Nigeria in the Bakassi Peninsula. The Cameroonian 
Government has openly confirmed this in a communique 
in which government spokesman Augustin Kontchou 
Kuomegni asserted that Cameroonian forces have re- 
pulsed a new advance by Nigerian soldiers in the 
Bakassi Peninsula which is being disputed by the two 
countries. Raphael Mbadinga has the details. 


[Mbadinga] Bakassi will not fall to the Nigerian forces. 
This is a chorus or rather the war cry issuea by the 
Cameroonian Government which has oace again blamed 
any eventuality of another escalation in the crisis on 
the military government of Sani Abacha. The Cameroo- 
nian troops are only defending themselves against the 
destruction of their equipment deployed on the Bakussi 
Peninsula. This was written in black and white in the 
communique issued by the government in Yaounde which 
has condemned what it calls Nigeria's bellicose attitude. 
Yaounde feels that the Nigerian advance toward the east- 
ern bank of Bakassi along the (Rio Del Ray) shows that 
country's option for war and not for the rule of law, 
since, according to the Cameroonian authorities, Nige- 
ria has refused to take into account the directives of the 
International Court of Justice of the Hague. 


Naturally, as if in a table tennis match, Nigeria has 
returned the ball to the Cameroonian side. For Lagos, it 
is the Cameroonian troops which have been ceaselessly 
attacking the positions of the Nigerian troops which have 
only been trying to repel the attacks. One can therefore 
see that nobody wants to be labelled the aggressor 


The two countries — | was going to say that the 
two peoples — are bound to live together. They are 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-091 
9 May 1996 


bound together by marriage and historical bonds, and 
on the economic level, Yaounde and Lagos are serious 
partners. There is a large Nigerian community living in 
Cameroon while Yaounde buys very cheap goods from 
Nigeria. Cameroon also constitutes one of the biggest 
markets for Nigeria. 


In short, the OAU, the United Nations, and all peace- 
loving organs must move quickly because Africa does 
not really need any new war between the giant of the 
continent and one of the countries of hope in central 


Africa. 


[Announcer] That was Raphael Mbadinga. So the war 
has been confirmed between Nigeria and Cameroon 
on the Bakassi Peninsula. In fact, Cameroon has just 
made it known that its Army has victonously repulsed 
a new attempt at advancing by the Nigerian Army 
whose objective is to take hold of the entire Bakassi 
Peninsula. This was made known today by Augustin 
Kontchou Kuomegni, spokesman of the Cameroonian 
Government, specifying that since 21 April, Nigerians 
have been making the attempts but have always failed. 
He even added that this attempt explains the media 
gesticulations carried out by high-ranking Nigerians 
over the past few days. There is however a wish that 
the situation should not worsen or degenerate. This 
is the wish of Augustin Kontchou Kuomegni, who 
was contacted by Francis Allangbabou. He said that 
in its defensive position, Cameroon can only count on 
the action of the international community to settle its 
dispute with Nigeria. Let us listen to Augustin Kontchou 
Kuomegni. 


{[Konichou Kuomegni] What does Cameroon intend to 
do? It will continue to appeal to the Uniied Nations, 
the OAU, and all partners of goodwill so that they can 
make Nigeria respect international law and respect the 
international organizations that | have just mentioned. 


{Allangbabou] Mr. Minister, does that mean that you 
continue to maintain that Cameroon has nothing to do 
with the escalation in the fighting’ 


{[Kontchou Kuomegni] This is very true. Cameroon has 
nothing to do with it. Cameroon has been attacked and 
we know that all observers with goodwill will say the 
same thing. Al any rate, we are waiting impatiently for 
the commission of the UN secretary general which was 
set up by the Security Council to come here and to see 
the position of both armies, and to see that the Nigerians 
are paying no heed to =e decisions of the international 
organizations — the International Court of Justice and 
the Security Council — and to see that on the contrary, 
Cameroon respects these very decisions. 
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[Allangbabou] Have the Cameroonian forces then re- 
turned to the position they were holding before ' bru- 
ary? 


{Kon chou Kuomegni) /t was the Nigerians who cheated 
and moved a little forward toward the Cameroonian 
position, It was not the contrary. 


[Announcer] That was Augustin Kontchou Kuomegni, 
Cameroonian minister of state in charge of communica- 
tion and government spokesman in a telephone conver- 
sation with Francis Allangbabou. 


Nigeria could have some difficulties in procuring 
weapons as South Africa has implemented its threat 
to no longer sell weapons to Nigeria at a time when 
fighung in the disputed Bakassi Peninsula between 
Nigeria and Cameroon is intensifying. Here are details 
and explanations by Africa No. 1's Tunde Fatunde in 
Lagos. 


[Fatunde}] Informed observers feel that the implementa- 
tion of this South African embargo could deal a strong 
blow to the Nigerian military authorities, especially at a 
time when they have to procure weapons to contain the 
advance of the Cameroonian Army in the deadly battle 
currently going on in the Bakassi Peninsula. The same 
observers stress that the Cameroonian Army is freely 
procuring weapons from European markets while Nige- 
ria cannot do the same due to the embargo imposed on 
it by Western capitals since the Ken Saro-Wiwa affair. 
Al any rate, Nigeria can bypass these South African and 
European embargoes by procuring weapons, for exam- 
ple, from the People’s Republic of China, said an expert 
in international relations who wishes to remain anony- 
mous. 


Cameroon: Statement Accuses Nigeria of Attacking 
Bakassi 


ABO805210796 Paris AFP in English 
2022 GMT 8 May 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Yaounde, May & (AFP) — 
Cameroon said Wednesday [8 May] its forces had 
repelled another offensive by Nigerian army troops on 
the disputed Bakassi peninsula, scene of a three-week 
stand-off between the two west African countries. 


In a statement sigved by Communications Minister Au- 
gustin Kontchou Kouomegni, Cameroon said Nigerian 
forces pushing toward the peninsula had been driven 
back by “fierce resistance” by the Cameroon army. 


The army “has stopped a fresh offensive by the Nige- 
nes whose obvious desire to break down our defenses 
im order to occupy more Cameroon terntory cannot be 
doubted,” the statement said 
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The statement dismissed charges of that Cameroon itself 
had launched offensives in the region. 


The Nigerian Defense Ministry said Tuesday that 
Cameroon's forces had been pounding Nigerian posi- 
tions on the peninsula for the past 17 days. 


Niceria has also accused France 
€ neroon in the stand-off. 


of supporting 


cance denied Wednesday having any military presence 
on the peninsula, located on the Gulf of Guinea. 


Since Janvary 1994, both west African countries have 
Siationed troops on the 1,000 square kilometre (400 
square mile) strip of land, which is rich in oil and fish. 


They have asked the International Court of Justice in 
The Hague to mediate in the dispute. 


Cameroon: Opposition’s ‘Ghost City’ Operation 
Begins 6 May 

AB0605 150096 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 6 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Ghost city operation begins to- 
day in Cameroon. The action was initiated by Bello 
Bouba Maigari’s National Union for Democracy and 
Progress [UNDP] and Nii John Fru Ndi’s Social Demo- 
cratic Front. The two leading Cameroonian opposition 
political parties are protesting the special clause that 
authorizes President Paul Biya to appoint by decree, 
government representatives to head the municipal coun- 
cils of the country’s ~iajor cities in replacement of the 
elected officials. In we view of the Cameroonian Gov- 
ernment, these dead city actions are meaningless be- 
cause the democratic process is on track. Government 
spokesman Augustin Kontchou Kuomegni made the fol- 
lowing observations when contacted Patrick Bibang: 


(Begin recording] [Kuomegni] The ghost city options 
are now meaningless in Cameroon and unjustified 
since the reasons for which some political parties call 
on the people to stop work are unfounded. These 
political parties forget to tell the entire world and the 
Cameroonian people that the position of government 
delegates is an institution that has existed since 1967 in 
Cameroon. This is not a sheer contrivance by the current 
president of the Republic. Government delegates might 
probably disappear from the Cameroonian political 
landscape only in light of a law, duly adopted by the 
National Assembly which is the sovereign expression 
of the people's will. So, now the said opposition party 
is free to fight all by itself to access the National 
Assembly, form the parliamentary majority, and then 
amend all the laws it wants to change. 
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[Bibang}) Mr. Minister, you talk about a state of law in 
Cameroon but from the standpoint of UNDP's Bello 
Bouba Maigari, the entire Cameroonian people are 
yearning for a more open society. 


[Koumegni] I perfectly agree with him. We are initiating 
changes at a gradual and methodical pace, and we have 
full control over the situation. When we make a step 
forward we make sure that it is a solid one before taking 
the next step ahead, you see. Well, Mr. Bello can afford 
to make such an assertion because he is not at the helm 
of affairs. We are steering the national boat, we are at 
the helm of national affairs ani so we know and can 
assess its speed and its capacities. We are striving to 
institute a Culture and establish respectable democratic 
instituuions. [end recording] 


Cameroon: Opposition Leader—Ghost Town Huge 
Success 

AB0705094996 Lonc' n BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GM | 7 May 96 


[From the "Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In Cameroon, mainly Anglo- 
phone opposition parties led by the Social Democratic 
party or SDF [Social Democratic Front], launched a 
dead city strike. The opposition is still angry with the 
government of Paul Biya for the handling of the local 
elections back in January. The government has imposed 
its own delegates over elected SDF mayors in several 
key councils. In spite of that, the dead city call yester- 
day wasn’t widely heeded across the country. The most 
successfui action was in the Anglophone stronghold of 
Bamenda. On the line to Cameroon, Robin White put 
it to the SDF leader, John Fru Ndi, that the ghost city 
protest had been a bit of a failure. 


{Begin recording] [Ndi] The ghost town has been a huge 
success. You know, we are dealing with a regime of 
blackmail that will never accept the truth at all until 
they are all dying. When we staried with the ghost 
town operation.... [Ndi pauses] 91, 92, the government 
never admitted at all that it was effective until they 
were on their knees. Today, it’s the same thing. Like in 
Bamenda, it was 100 percent successful, the West; in 
Littoral, it was about 85-90 percent; in the Southwest, 
about 100 percent successful. So, people cannot tell you 
that it was not successful... 


[White, interrupting] But the reports we are getting... 
(Ndi, interrupting] and of course.... 


{[White, interrupting] But the reports we are getting 
Suggest that quite a few people did go to work. 
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[Ndi] Right, | mean, the call was for SDF militants and 
the SDF militants have respected the ghost town to the 
word. 


[White] We've also have been getting reports that in 
Bamenda, some SDF ministers went round breaking 
windscreens to try and intimidate people to stop them 
going to work. 


[Ndi] Please, the gendarmes were all on the streets with 
the police. If they meet anybody breaking windscreens, 
they should arrest such people. We never sent out 
militants to cause any damage at all. Our call was for a 
ghost town and sit-in and I am talking from my house, 
and I have.... [Ndi pauses} | mean the militants that 
are around me are here, so nobody went out to break 
anything. So, if the gendarmes on the streets watched 
the destruction of property then I want to hold them 
responsible. 


{White} What would you say to those who argue that 
these ghost towns cause more problems for the ordinary 
people uhan they do for the government? 


[Ndi] The government is causing more problem to 
the people than ghost town. The ghost town, to the 
Cameroonian people, is better than going to war but Mr. 
Biya and his regime are out to push the Cameroonian 
people to the verge of war. 


{White} But what do you say to the ordinary man who 
hasn't been able to go to work. He's lost the day's 
salary, he can’t shop, you know, he is facing hardship 
because of what you are dc ng? 


{Ndi} Yeah, what of the same person who has not been 
paid for five, six months or a little more? Who has 
caused the nonpayment of such salaries? It is the SDF 
and the ghost town? It is the regime that cannot respect 
their obligations to the people. 


[White] But you've gone through all this before and the 
government is still there. 


'Ndi] Well, we are still going through against and we 
are prepared to go a little further to make sure that at 
this moment we phase the government out if they are 
not prepared to give in to dialogue and to respect the 
wishes and the will of the people [end recording] 


Cameroon: Government Sends Troops To Block 
Major Market Places 


ABO805201396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 8 May % 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Cameroon opposition 
Social Democratic Front, the SDF, called another ghost 
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town campaign this week, urging ils supporters to slay 
away trom work, shops, and offices on Monday [6 May] 
and Tuesday. They were angry with the government 
demanding an independent electoral Commission and 
the withdrawal of government delegates sent to oversee 
councils where the opposition took over power in the 
local elections earlier this year. 


Weill, the government claims the ghost town campaign 
was a bit of a flop but apparently that didn’t stop the 
authorities in the port city of Douala from taking some 
retribution against market traders. On the line to Douala, 
Tom Porteous asked Henri Jiwa the SDF’s external 
relations secretary, what happened. 


{Begin recording} [Jiwa] At about 4 o'clock this morn- 
ing, the government decided to send military people to 
block access into the four major markeis in Douala, to 
the extent that the traders who were supposed to open 
their shops today can't get in. Even those — some of 
those who are inside cannot get out. 


{Porteous} What was the effect of this blockade”? 


(Jiwa] They are trying to penalize all those traders who 
followed our call for ghost town 


{Porteous} Rut it seems that the public succeeded in 
penalizing them. 


[Jiwa] They have definitely, because all day today, those 
traders have not been able to open their shops. 


[Porteous] Have there been any incidents as a result of 
this? 


[Jiwa] We are hoping there should be no incidents, 
because if there is an incident, it will be so bad. So 
we are hoping there should be no incident. 


[Porteous] What can you do now? I mean, if the 
government is refusing to answer your demands and 
then they take action against those who follow your 
calls for a strike, it doesn't look as if there is any much 
room for you to maneuver. 


[Jiwa] Well, we have room to maneuver. because 
you might not believe it, but we have the power in 
Cameroon. What we have been trying to do — what 
the SDF and our chairman have been trying to do — 1s 
to steer the democratic process in a nonviolent way; but 
if the government continues to behave the way 11 1s, we 
are going to call on people to get on the streets and | 
am afraid this is going to be confrontational. But that is 
not what we envisage now, we will continue with the 
ghost town operation which ts safer for our militants. 


{Porteous} But how effective is the ghost town opera- 
tron, because as you said the government said it is not 
very effective and maybe they are right. 
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(Jiwa} I do not think they are right. If they were right, 
‘hey would not go today to try to penalize those traders. 
One thing with ghost town operations is it is a call for 
civil disobedience, you see? 


[Porteous! So just how effective have these ghost town 
operations been? 


[Jiwa] Very effective. When we call, nobody does 
anything, in most the major cities. 
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{Porteous} So, you are saying that the whole of Douala 
was shut down on the 6th and 7th of May? 


(Jiwa] On the 6th and 7th, Douala was paralyzed 
econoinically. [end recording] 
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South Africa: ‘Final Text’ of Disputed 
Constitutional Clauses 

MBO0805 192896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1612 GMT 8& May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN May 8 SAPA 
— This is the final text of relevant sections of the three 
clauses of the constitution that delayed final agreement 
earlier "his week. 


EDUCATION: 


“Everyone has the right to receive education in the of- 
ficial language or languages of their choice in public 
educational institutions where that education is reason- 
ably practicable. 


"In order to ensure the effective access to, and im- 
plementation of this mght, the state must consider 
all reasonable educational alternatives, including single 
medium institutions, taking into account equity, prac- 
ticability and the need to redress the results of past 
racially discriminatory Jaw and practice”. 


PROPERTY: 


"1. No one may be deprived of property except in terms 
of law of general application, and no law may permit 


arbitrary deprivation of property. 

"2. Property may be expropriated only in terms of a law 
of general application — 

"(a) for public purposes or in the public interest; and 


"(b) subject to compensation, the amount, timing and 
manner of which must be agreed, or decided or approved 
by a court. 


"3. The amount, timing and manner of 
compensation must be just and equitable, reflecting 
an equitable balance between the public interest 
snd the tatereata of those affected, having regard to 

all relevant factors, including — 


“(a) the current use of the property; 


“(b) the history of the acquisition and use of the 
property, 
“(c) the market value of the property: 


“(d) the extent of state investment and subsidy in the 
acquisition and beneficial capital improvement of the 


property; and 
“(e) the purpose of expropriation. 
“4. For the purposes of this secuon — 
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"(a) the public interest includes the nation’s commitment 
to land reform, and to reforms to bring about equitable 
access to all South Africa’s natural resources; and 


"(b) property is not limited to land. 


"5S. The state must take reasonable legislative and 
other measures, within its available resources, to foster 
conditions which enable citizens to gain access to land 
on an equitable basis. 


“6. A person or community whose tenure of !and is 
legally insecure as a result of past racially discrimina- 
tory laws or practices is entitled, to the extent provided 
by an Act of Parliament, either to tenure which is legally 
secure, or to comparable redress. 


“7. A persen or community dispossessed of property 
after 19 June 1913 as a result of past racially discrim- 
inatory laws or practices is entitled, to the extent pro- 
vided by an Act of Parliament, either to resutution of 
that property, or to equitable redress. 


"8. No provision of this secuon may impede the state 
from taking legislative and other measures to achieve 
land, water and related reform, in order to redress 
the results of past racial discrimination, provided that 
any departure from the provisions of this section is in 
accordance with the provisions of section 36(1)”. 


(Section 36(1) deals with the limitation of mghts) 


"9. Parliament must enact the legislation referred to in 
subsection 6 and 7”. 


LOCKOUT: 


A new section replaces the labour relations section and 
is added to the chapter on general provisions. 


“Labour Relations Act, 1995 


"241 (1) A provision of the Labour Relations Act, 1995 
(Act No. 66 of 1995) remains valid, notwithstanding 
the provisions of the Constitution, until the provision is 
amended or repealed. 


(2) A Bill to amend or repeal a provision of the 
Labour Relations Act may be introduced in Parliament 
only after consultation with national federations of trade 
unions, and employer organisations. 


“(3) The consultation referred to in subsection (2), 
including the identification of the federations to be 
consulted, must be in accordance with an Act of 
Parliament’. 
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South Africa: NP—No Decision Yet on Withdrawal 
From Unity Government 


M®0805133796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1239 GMT 8 May 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) CAPE TOWN May 7 
SAPA — Provisions of the new constitution had led to 
wide discussion about the National Party [NP] pulling 
out of the Government of National Unity [GNU], 
but no decision had been taken yet, Frik Schoombee, 
Deputy President F W de Klerk's spokesman said on 
Wednesday [8 May]. 


He vas speaking after the rand had dropped to R4.44 
to the dollar on Wednesday afternoon soon after the NP 
leader said the NP’s federal council would meet next 
week to consider the implications of the GNU ending 
in 1999. Schoombee said discussions were taking place 
both in- and outside of the NP. 


Any talks that a decision had been taken to pull out of 
government were based on pure speculation, Izak Retief, 
spokesman for NP secretary-general Roelf Meyer said 
on Wednesday. 


De Klerk told the Constitutional Assembly the docu- 
ment meant the end of multiparty participation in the 
Cabinet. The ANC had rejected even a very moderate 
proposal for a multiparty consultation body. 


All political and business leaders should act responsibly 
at a time when the rand was volatile and very vulnerable, 
DP (Democratic Party] finance spokesman Ken Andrew 
said. “The untimely remarks of Mr De Klerk in the 
Constitutional Assembly would not have helped to 
encourage investors. Equally, irresponsible statements 
by ministers, which occur all too frequently when they 
attack the concept of markets and privatisation, simply 
damage confidence in our economy.” [passage omitted] 


The possibility could not be discounted that an early 
weakening of the currency could be a delayed reaction 
to Tuesday's resignation of Finance director-general 
Estian Calitz, IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party) finance 
spokesman Dr Gavin Woods said. 


South Africa: NP To Meet on Continued 
Participation in Unity Government 

MBO0805 162496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 8 May 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} The National Party [NP] is to 
meet on Tuesday [14 May] to consider its continued 
participation in the government of national unity. 


Speculation was rife today in political circles that the 
NP might withdraw soon. So far the party has denied 
the rumors, but sources in the NP say chances are good 
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that it might happen, These speculations have caused 
the rand to fall sharply and bonds to weaken, The rand 
is Currently trading at around 4.48 rands to the dollar, 
some 10 cents down on its morning level. 


South Africa: NP To Withdraw From Unity 
Government 30 Jun 


MB0905112396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 9 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Party [NP] has 
decided to withdraw from the government of national 
unity. First reports say the withdrawal is likely to be 
done in stages. The party's decision was announced in 
Cape Town a short while ago aft’ a caucus meeting. 
Rumors of the possible withdrawal were rife after 
yesterday's acceptance of the new constitution. 


The party caucus meeting was originally planned for 
Tuesday, but was advanced to this morning. The NP 
says South Africa’s permanent post-apartheid constitu- 
lion makes no provision for consensus after an elec- 
tion in 1999 bring in simple majority rule. [sentence as 
heard]. 


Deputy President F.W. de Klerk is addressing a me- 
dia conference at the moment. Apparently the NP de- 
cision was conveyed to President Nelson Mandela by 
telephone. Western Cape Provincial NP Minister Gerald 
Morkel says members of the NP were united in support 
for a decision to leave the government of national unity. 
A report just in says the NP’s withdraw.) will take ef- 
fect from 30 June. 


Earlier President Mandela said he hoped the party 
would stay in the government. He said the NP’s 
withdrawal would be regrettable, and that it will help 
neither the ANC nor the NP. This morning the rand 
continued its downward trend that began yesterday 
because of speculation on the NP’s possible withdrawal. 
The rand fell about two cents against the dollar in the 
last 15 minutes to 4.52 rands. dealers say President 
Mandela’s support for Finance Minister Trevor Manuel 
and Reserve Bank Governor Chris Stals has failed to 
have an impact on the market. 


This morning the Democratic Party [DP] accused the NP 
of trying to attract attention by threatening to withdraw. 
DP Gauteng Spokesperson Jack Bloom said the recent 
Gauteng cabinet reshuffle clearly shows NP support 1s 
watering down on local government level. 
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South Africa: NP To Make ‘Phased Withdrawal’ 
From Unity Government 

MB0905110396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1057 GMT 9 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Cape Town May 9 SAPA — 
The National Party (NP) will make a phased withdrawal 
from the government of national unity, sources told 
SAPA on Thursday [9 May]. 


Al a press conference being held by Deputy President F 
W de Klerk, and attended by the whole NP Parliamen- 
tary caucus, the word is that this will be announced. [Jo- 
hannesburg SAPA in English at 1103 GMT on 9 May 
adds: “The National Party is going to withdraw from the 
government of national unity, Deputy President F W de 
Klerk announced at 1255 on Thursday.") 


South Africa: Mandela—NP Withdrawal From 
Cabinet ‘Would Be Regrettable’ 
MBO0905091896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0845 GMT 9 May 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 9 SAPA 
— Although a National Party (NP) withdrawal from 
Cabinet would be regrettable, the ANC would not allow 
the government of national unity to continue beyond 
1999, President Nelson Mandela said on Thursday (9 
May] morning. 


"I hope wise counsel will prevail", he said in reactiqg 
to reports that the NP’s federal council would meet next 
week to discuss the party's future role in government. 


Addressing members of the Cape Town Press Club and 
the Foreign Correspondents’ Association, the president 
declined to speculate on the effects of such a move. 
“Let's wait and see,” he said. 


Deputy President FW de Klerk said on Wednesday 
that a withdrawal was logical as the new constitution 
did not provide for continued joint decision making in 
government. President Mandela said even though the 
government of national unity would disappear in 1999, 
the ANC had a “global policy” that there should be 
government by consensus: “That is what we believe 
in, irrespective of what the Constitution says. It's not 
the constitution which makes us want to ensure that 
minority parties are not mere rubber stamps." 


The President said that as far back as 1986 when he 
was still in prison, he had written to then president PW 
Botha and said one of the challenges facing government 
and the ANC was to convince the white minority that 
majority rule did not mean blacks would oppress whites. 
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The ANC's strategy of give and take was correct, the 
President said, adding "so far we have been able to hold 


together important political parties because of this”. 


Nor was the adoption of the consitution the end of "our 
work" as the ANC would continue to meet minority 
groups about their concerns. 


The President said he would meet Afrikaner represen- 
tatives, including Freedom Front leader Gen Constand 
Viljoen, next week. On the Freedom Front's abstain- 
ing from Wednesday's vote on the constitution, he said 
Viljoen had phoned him and indicated the difficulties 
he had with the document. "I agreed it was a correct 
strategy on the part of the Freedom Front to abstain and 
not vote for the constitution." 


Differences on the Constitution should not be viewed as 
"divisions which would tear the country apart". 


South Africa: Ramaphosa on Challenges to 
Constitutional Clauses in Court 


MB0905092196 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 9 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Constitutional Assembly 
Chairperson Cyril Ramaphosa says he welcomes the 
intention of other parties, including the Democratic 
Party, to challenge particular clauses of the new consti- 
tution in the Constitutional Court. He says he doesn't 
think anyone will challenge the constitution once it has 
been certified and become the supreme law of the land: 


[Begin Ramaphosa recording) I recall an early statement 
that was made by Mr. Buthelezi, when he said that 
even though they are not participating in this process, 
they will respect the constitution. I expect the IFP to 
respect the constitution. They have essentially defined 
themselves out of a history making process. [end 
recording} 


South Africa: IFP Advertisement Warns of 
‘Tyranny’ of Draft Constitution 
MBO805 1 13996 


([FBIS Report] The following Inkatha Freedom Party, 
IFP, advertisement appears on page 6 of Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 8 May, and on page 14 of 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 8 May. 


"Feliow Citizens South Africa stands at the threshold. 
A new constitution presents a window of opportunity 
that is unlikely to present itself again. We can either 
move forward to a shared future, a future in which 
power is truly left in the hands of the people in all 
their diversity, or we can concentrate it ever more in the 
hands of a political aristocracy. We can either recognise 
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that true unity in our country can only be built on our 
cultural diversity, or we can seek to crush local and 
regional freedom and force compliance with the dictates 
of a central autocracy. The limited provincial powers 
South Africans enjoy today in terms of the Interim 
Constitution are there due to the tenacious resistance 
the Inkatha Freedom Party has shown to centralised 
state power. These are about to be stripped away. 
Provinces will be reduced to implementers of central 
planning. We in the IFP stand for free-market enterprise, 
cultural pluralism and the retention of power at local 
and regional level, where it can be exercised most 
effectively. But there are those who are not satisfied with 
a 62% majority at the centre. There are those who want 
total control over every facet of our lives. We will not 
allow this to happen. We will not accept a constitution 
that lays the foundation for autocracy and tyranny. The 
new draft constitution does exactly that. We shall not 
rest until power truly lies where it belongs — with you, 
the people. Support the Inkatha Freedom Party and halt 
the slide towards tyranny." 


The advertisement is signed by Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
president of the IFP. 


The bottom right-hand corner bears the IFP logo and 
at the bottom of the page it states in bold print: “Give 
Power Back To The Peop'e”. 


South Africa: PAC Says Constitution Legalizes 
‘Land Robbery’ 

MBO0905110896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0947 GMT 9 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 9 SAPA — 
The new constitution had given respectability to the 
colonial and racist name “South Africa", the PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress} said on Thursday [9 May]. “This 
name is stained and dripping with the blood of the 
African people in numerous massacres,” PAC Deputy 
President Dr Motsoko Pheko said in a statement. 


"Azania, the correct African and anti-colonial name, has 


yet to occupy its place of glory and dignity among the 
nations of the world." 


He said the new constitution had legalised the land rob- 
bery of Africans, and perpetuated their homelessness, 
squatting, landiessness and poverty. Its authors spoke 
of “land reforms", but no-one could reform what did 
not exist or what he did not possess. 


The constitution also ignored Africa Liberation Day, 
May 25, which was celebrated and commemorated 
throughout the continent as a symbol of ultimate tri- 
umph over colonialism. The abolition of the death 
penalty had been put in the constitution without sound- 
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ing the opinion of the people affected by crime, espe- 
Cially in the "African townships” where they were killed 
by car hijackers. 


The constitution was too Eurocentric and had totally 
marginalised the chiefs, leaving them with no traditional 
respect and power, 


This Eurocentric influence was also witnessed by the 
fact that homosexuals’ rights were openly recognised 
and provided for, while Christians’ demand that the 
name of God be enshrined in the constitution had been 
rejected. 


South Africa: SADC’s Mbuende Says Constitution 
To Bring Regional Peace 


MB0905110796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0647 GMT 9 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Gaborone May 9 SAPA — The 
newly adopted South African constitution is expected to 
bring peace and stability to the whole region, Southern 
African Development Community [SADC] Executive- 
Secretary Dr Kaire Mbuende said on Wednesday (8 
May]. 


He hailed the constitution as the emergence of true 
democracy in South Africa and praised President Nelson 
Mandela and the government of national unity for its 
able leadership. 


“This fundamental development augurs well for SADC 
both in the political and economic spheres and is a 
sign that member states continue to consolidate the 
democratic process sweeping across the region,” he said 
in a statement. 


South Africa: ANC Praises Adoption of Nation’s 
‘Birth Certificate’ 

MBO0805164796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1433 GMT 8 May 96 


[Statement issued by the African National Congress on 
the adoption of the Constitution in Johannesburg on 8 
May; issued on the SAPA PR wire service] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} 


ANC STATEMENT ON THE ADOPTION OF 
THE CONSTITUTION 


The African National Congress welcomes the adoption 
today by the Constitutional Assembly [CA] of the new 
constitution as the crowning achievement of the struggle 
for democracy in South Africa. 


All parties in the Constitutional Assembly must be 
commended for the contribution which they have made 
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to this, the birth certificate of our nation. Together 
with the all the people of this country, they have 
demonstrated to the world that South Africa has a firm 
hold on its own destiny. 


The ANC is confident that this constitution will enrich 
the lives of our people, and secure for the nation a just 
and peaceful future. 


The country owes a debt of gratitude to all those 
who worked tirelessly towards the completion of this 
constitution - from the CA staff, to the negotiators, to 
the ordinary people of this country who contnbuted to 
the constitution. 


In contrast to past constitutional dispensations - like the 
1910 and 1983 constitutions - which tore our country 
apart, the 1996 constitution will finally unite and build 
a single nation. 


The ANC eagerly awaits the certification of the consti- 
tutional text by the Constitutional Court to confirm our 
conviction that this constitution will lay the foundation 
for a new democratic order. Issued by: African National 
Congress Dept of Information and Publicity 


South Africa: German Foreign Minister, Unions 
React to New Constitution 


MBO0805 194696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1833 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG May 8 
SAPA — The new constitution drew mixed reactions 
on Wednesday (8 May], some organisations embracing 
it and others rejecting it outright. 

Congratulations came from as far afield as Germany. 
German Foreign Minister Dr Klaus Kinkel said the 
constitution’s adoption crowned the historic change 
taking place in South Africa. 


"Today (Wednesday) is a great day for the new South 
Africa,” he said. “The last minute compromise struck is 
a very significant signal: the majority of South Africans 
is determined to reconcile conflicting interests and to 
join efforts to shape the future of their country.” 


The Afrikaanse Handelsinstituut [AHI] said the re- 
sounding majority by which the constitution had been 

should boost confidence and stability in South 
Africa. The constitution was the foundation on which to 
build the future, said AHI president Mof Terreblanche. 


However, an important aspect was what the government, 
business, labour and the people did with the constitution. 
“Should the foundation (constitution), for example, be 
used to bring about balances in rights and responsibil- 
ities through legislation, it will certainly serve to bind 
us together to build our country to be the power house 
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of Africa,” he said. "If, on the other hand, it is used to 
pressure the right of employers in the Labour Relations 
Act, that is, to lock out striking workers, it will proba- 
bly lead to a withholding of investments." 


The Congress of SA [South Africa) Trade Unions said 
it was Satisfied it had achieved the goals it set itself and 
the constitution represented a victory for workers and 
advanced their rights. 


COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
general secretary Sam Shilowa said the decision on 
employers’ right to lock out strikers was a tribute to 
the liberation movement, and he hoped it was a victory 
workers would be willing to defend. 


Federation of SA Trade Unions general secretary 
Dannhauser van der Merwe said the constitution clearly 
spelled out that trade unions not affiliated to the 
National Economic Development and Labour Council 
federations (these federations being cosatu, the National 
Council of Trade Unions and Fedsal) would continue 
to be sidelined. 


This applied particularly to macro labour issues such as 
the right of employers to lock out strikers, he said. 


"The members of unions not affiliated to any of the 
three federations must realise that as far as the Labour 
Relations Act is concerned, it was negotiated at Nedlac 
{National Economic Development and Labor Council] 
and the new constitution implies that changes will 
also be negotiated at Nedlac, where none of them is 


represented.” 


The SA Chamber of Business said it was deeply 
concerned at the constitution’s failure to ensure an 
equitable balance between employers’ and employees’ 
rights, president Rudi Heine said. 


“We do not have confidence in the provision that the 
new Labour Relations Act, which already contains only 
a limited right to lock-out, can only be amended after 
consultation.” 


Thirty-one predominantly Afrikaans organisations re- 
jected the constitution as a threat to their freedom, but 
said they would not initiate any joint action against !t. 
They include the Afrikaner Volksfront, the Transvaal 
Agricultural Union, the all-white Mineworkers’ Union 
and the Genootskap vir die Handhawing van Afrikaans. 


In Johannesburg, three other Afrikaner organisations 
said in a joint statement the constitution was unaccept- 
able because it would relegate them to what they de- 
scribed as third-class citizens. 

“Tt makes no provision for a free and sovereign territory 
for the Afrikaner-Boer people and gives no protection 
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of our culture and language,” said the Afrikaner Weer- 
standsbeweging, the Boerestaat Party and the Boere- 
weerstandsbeweging. 


SA Agricultural Union president Chris du Toit said the 
property clause in the constitution was disappointing 
and various aspects were very disconcerting. 


There was no positive guarantee of property rights, 
which was a serious departure from the protection 
contained in the interim constitution. 


Nactu [National Council of Trade Unions] said the 
constitution represented the general aspirations of South 
African society and guaranteed people's rights and the 
tule of law. General secretary Cunningham Ngcukana 
said it was not a “winner or loser constitution" but a 
victory for all South Africans. 


San!vm said the constitution would hopefully assist 
in promoting the conditions necessary to significantly 
increase the growth of the economy. Chairman Marinus 
Daling said there was an important link between the 
constitution and the economy because the constitution 
would over time determine the framework in which Wwe 
country’s economy operated. 


That employers’ right to lock out strikers had not 
received equal treatment with the right to strike, and that 
the property clause could have been drafted far more 
Clearly, did not augur well for foreign investi.cnt, he 
added. 


South Africa: Mandela Seeks Kaifu’s Advice on 
PRC-Taiwan Relations 


OW0905094196 Tokyo ASAHi SHIMBUN 
in Japanese 7 May 96 Evening Edition p 2 


{By Tsuyoshi Kawasaki] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Nairobi, 6 May — “I am caught 
in a dilemma between China and Taiwan, and | would 
like to hear your opinions.” — It has been disclosed 
that at the talks with former Primer Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu held in Johannesburg on 3 May, South African 
President Nelson Mandela approached Mr. Kaifu with 
this dilemma. It is firmly believed that with China 
exerting pressure on South Africa to break off its 

ic relations with Taiwan, South Africa will 
most likely be forced to make a decision on its position 
in the near future. 


According to informed sources, Mr. Kaifu introduced 
his Own experiences as to how he did his best to 
prevent China from being isolated when he became 
prime minister at the time when China was in danger 
of becoming isolated due to the Tiananmen incident. 
Mr. Kaifu stated: “Even if the political relations with 
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Taiwan should be broken off superficially, it would sull 
be possible to maintain trade and economic relations." 
In reply, Mr. Mandela said: "Thank you very much for 
your precious opinion." 


South Africa has continued to maintain its “state rela- 
tions" with Taiwan, and it is the larget country among 
the 31 countries that maintain “state relations” with Tai- 
wan. When Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo visited China 
last March, China issued a warning, saying that "to es- 
tablish formal diplomatic relations with China, South 
Africa would have to break off its relations with Tai- 
wan first.” 


In connection with this issue, the South African Foreign 
Ministry maintains that even if relations with Taiwan 
should be broken off, economic relations would not be 
affected; and that it would be undesirable to maintain 
no official relations with China, a permanent member 
of the UN Security Council. Therefore, it has reached a 
conclusion that the establishment of diplomatic relations 
with China by severing ties with Taiwan “conforms 
to the common practice of international politics.” A 
delegation of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
South African Lower House paid a visit to China last 
year. In a report on contacts with Chinese officials, the 
delegation stated: “If we maintain no official relations 
with China, our rights and interests will be in danger 
when Hong Kong is returned to China." 


However, it is President Mandela himself who has 
been calling a halt to “following the common practice.” 
South Africa has long maintained close relations with 
Taiwan, and Taiwan reportedly made political donations 
to the African National Congress [ANC] headed by Mr. 
Mandela during the 1994 election in which the people of 
various races participated. While maintaining that “there 
is no need to break off relations with a longtime friend 
unilaterally, Mr. Mandela has rejected the argument for 
severance of ties with Taiwan but advocated “the dual 
recognition of both China and Taiwan." 


Since April, China has intensified its diplomatic of- 
fensive against South Africa. For example, China sent 
Minister of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation 
Wu Yi to attend the plenary session of the UN Confer- 
ence on Trade and Development held in South Africa. 
Moreover, Chinese President Jiang Zeming is trying to 
strengthen China's diplomatic offensive with African 
countries by visiting six of them, including Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Egypt, Mali, Namibia and Zimbabwe. His 
tour is not unconnected with the South Africa issue. 
Some Hong Kong papers speculate that President Jiang 
may enter South Africa either from Namibia or Zim- 
babwe, and then establish China's diplomatic relations 
with South Africa at the same time. 
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What is noteworthy is the fact that President Mandela's 
discussion of the China issue with former Prime Minis- 


ter Kaifu may be taken to indicate that President Man- 
dela may have changed his mind on the issue. The pres- 
ident will send Foreign Minister Nzo to Taiwan within 
this month, and it is said that "the decision will be made 
after listening thoroughly to what both sides have to 
say.” In this Connection, the tug of war will most likely 
become further intensified in the future. 


South Africa: PRC Ties To Be Decided After Nzo’s 
Visit to Taiwan 


MBO705 144296 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
6 May 96 p6 


[Report by Amanda Visser] 


(FBIS Translated Text) The South African Department 
of Foreign Affairs says that a decision on future 
diplomatic ties with the le’s Republic of China will 
only be possible after Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo has 
concluded his fact-finding mission to Taiwan. 


Mr. Nzo is expected to visit Taiwan in June. He visited 
the PRC with members of the Portfolio Committee on 
Foreign Affairs arproximately six weeks ago. He was 
supposed to visit Taiwan at the time but it was not 
possible because of the Taiwanese presidential election. 


The issue of diplomatic ties with China and Taiwan 
is a sore pent or the Government of National Unity. 
China’s Minister of Foreign Trade Wu Yi made it clear 
that the trade agreement entered into with South Africa 
last week will not be honored if South Africa maintains 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan. 


The t of Foreign Affairs says that ite the 
pode pee - by Wu Yi last week, and that Presiden 
Nelson Mandela wants to establish diplomatic ties with 
China "as soon as possible”, no decision has been taken 
in this regard. 


Department spokesman Pieter Swanepoel says Mr. Nzo 
will report back to Mr. Mandela after his visit to Taiwan 
before a decision is made on the issue. 


South African Press Review for 6 May 
MBO6OS | 32296 


— Commenting on the question 
cr of the oy Taiwan, oe 
English on ay in a page- tori 
-wringing and rather pathetic desire 
equally is not a position 
—f to win the respect of world affairs watchers.” 


people in governmen 

ment aside, the numbers crunch in Beijing's 
favour.” When the “inevitable choice” is made it must 
be done “assertively, reminding the Chinese that a belief 
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in human rights is central to our culture. We must let 
them know sharply that we do not respect the ‘ancient 
wisdom’ of their brutality." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Constitution People’s Document? — “The closer the 
constitutional process has drawn to a conclusion, the 
less it has lived up to the image drafters wish to create 
for it of a people’s document,” notes opege.t2 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 6 May. 
"All will have noticed the splurge, climaxing now, of 
Constitutional Assembly funds on advertising messages 
intended to reinforce that image.” However, as the "most 
crucial issues" come under the spotlight “the public 
has been left in the dark.” Negotiators say that the 
horsetrading, together with parties’ established policy 

sitions, militated against taking “people's power" to 
its logical conclusion. "There is doubtless some truth 
in this. But, if so, it is patronising to try to con the 
electorate into accepting the myth." 


South African Press Review for 7 May 
MBO0705 142296 


(FBIS Report] 
SOWETAN 


IFP’s Constitution Responsibility — Inkatha Freedom 
Party, IFP, leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi “tried to punch 
holes” in the proposed new constitution “claiming it was 
an African National Congress ploy to create a one-party 
State,” notes a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on 7 May. "If Buthelezi was concerned 
about the constitution and the effects it would have on 
the nation, he would in the first place not have encour- 
aged the IFP to walk out of the Constitutional Assem- 
bly, thereby denying the constitution-writing process the 
party’s input." SOWETAN believes that if the proposed 
constitution is finalized and adopted, “the IFP will, by 
virtue of its boycott tactics, be as responsible for it as 
the par’ s that took part in the negotiations. Buthelezi 
and the irP cannot have it both ways.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Government’s Financial Planning — Market concern 
that another bank rate increase c soon follow the lat- 
est percentage point rise “cannot be lightly dismissed,” 
according to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in Eng- 
lish on 7 May in a page-14 editorial. The latest increase 
will cost government | billion rands in additional inter- 
est charges which “in turn, nudges the country closer to 
a debt trap and its attendant economic problems.” The 
bank rate increase to help stem the rand’s fall has “to 
some extent, succeeded,” but “if debt trap fears become 
a feature of currency traders’ perceptions, further inter- 
est rate increases become a less certain rand protection 
option.” “Pleasing markets is an wey important 
consideration” in government's financial planning. 


—— “haed “Qe poo 
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Malawi 


Malawi: Opposition Members To Remain in 
Government 


EA0705225396 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 7 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The publicity secretary of 
the Alliance for Democracy, AFORD, Honorable Dr. 
Mateinbo Mzunda, says the participation of AFORD 
ministers in the government is in line with the wishes 
of the party's president, Mr. Chakufwa Chihana. 


Addressing a public meeting at (Chinoonka) in Chitipa 
District today, Honorable Dr. Mzunda, who is [the] 
minister of local government and rural development, 
said Mr. Chihana will continue to play the role of 
adviser to the AFORD ministers who can decide to 
remain in government. 


On Mr. Chihana’s resignation from the government, 
Honorable Dr. Mzunda described the move as timely, 
saying Mr. Chihana will now be able to concentrate on 
party affairs and speak freely against the government. 
He, however, said Mr. Chihana was not forcing any of 
his officials to follow his steps. Honorable Dr. Mzunda 
also said everything will depend on the resolution of 
the AFORD national executive meeting to be held next 
month. 


Mozambique 
Mozambique: 21 Community Radio Stations 
Planned Throughout Country 
MB0305191596 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 3 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mass Media Institute Direc- 
tor Felisberto Tinga told Radio Mozambique today that 
his institute will establish 21 community radio stations 
throughout the country by 1998. Two community ra- 
dio stations are expected to be opened in Manhica and 
Moamba Districts, Maputo Province, soon. The remain- 
ing radio stations will be established in Songo, Angonia, 
Mutarara, and Zumbo in Tete Province; Sussundenga in 
Manica Province; Marromeu in Sofala Province; and 
Mocuba in Zambezia Province. [passage omitted] 


Namibia 
Namibia: National Council Abolishes Clauses 
Affecting Media Freedom 
MBO805092896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0901 GMT 8 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Windhoek May 8 SAPA — 
Namibia's National Council on Tuesday [7 May] voted 
unanimously to scrap two clauses in a draft bill that 
affected media freedom. 
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THE NAMIBIAN newspaper reported on Wednesday 
that the council, Namibia's second house which reviews 
legislation, voted to remove from the Parliamentary 
Privileges and Immunities Bill a clause that made it an 
offence to publish “false information” on Parliament. 


Another clause, which outlawed leaks from Parliamen- 
tary committees, would also be removed. 


Motivating the amendment, SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization) chief whip Henock 
Sheya ya Kasita said the provisions were harsh and un- 
reasonable because the publication of such information 
was not prejudicial to Parliament or its proceedings. 


A maximum penalty of ND20,000 [Namibian dollars] 
or five years’ imprisonment, or both, had been set for 
those found guilty of contravention. 


“Let us not contradict ourselves,” he said. "We are the 
ones who complain that the media is not doing enough 
in reporting progress made by the government, but at 
the same time we want to put restrictions on them.” 


Prime Minister Hage Geingob last month undertook to 
have the provisions removed if the draft bill, which had 
earlier passed unnoticed through the National Assembly, 
Namibia's first house, was referred back from the 
National Council with recommendations. 


"We had drafted the constitution to protect the funda- 
mental rights of all Namibians, and if a clause in the 
bill is seen by some as an infringement of that right, we 
will act to remove it,” he said. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: King Removes Prime Minister, 
Announces Arrival of 3 Presidents 


MBO0805 164596 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 8 May 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] His Majesty King Mswati III 
today ‘emoved Prince Mbilini as prime miaister of 
Swaziland. The king in his speech this afternoon at the 
national byre did not name the new prime munister. The 
king's announcement of the prime minister's removal 
was met with joy from about 10,000 people who 
attended the king's meeting. The king said he would 
consult the Swazi National Council on the appointment 
of a new prime minister. 


Prince Mbilini was appointed in 1993 as prime minister 
of Swaziland. Before that he was minister for works 
and construction. King Mswati ITI further announced the 
Start of a people's parliament whereby every member of 
this country will get a chance to express his or her views 
on the country’s constitution. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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In another development the king also announced tie 
arrival of three presidents from neighboring countries 
tomorrow morning to observe how Swazis discuss 
important national issues. He said they will attend 
the people's parliament at Ludzidzini Cattle Byre. The 
king said President Nelson Mandela of South Africa, 
President Ketumile Masire of Botswana, and President 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe will arrive at Ludzidzini 
at 11 O'clock [0900 GMT] at the invitation of the king. 


His majesty said a number of countries do not under- 
stand how Swazis do things. That is the main reason 
for inviting the three leaders. The king said names of 
the Swazi National Council, a body which advises the 
king, will be announced tomorrow, and will also report 
to him the needs of the people. His majesty further an- 
nounced the establishment of a commission to look into 
the country’s commission [as heard]. On the issue of the 
44 Million Emalangeni King’s Fund, his majesty said 
committees will be created at the district level which 
will advise people on how to start small projects. The 
king said it was very difficult to start a viable business. 
He further hoped that in most areas in the country such 
committees may be formed. He said the fund can only 
be a success through the iepayment of loans by the re- 
cipients. 


Swaziland: SFTU Says Sacking of Prime Minister 
‘Window Dressing’ 

MBO0905111896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1037 GMT 9 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane May 9 SAPA — The 
sacking of Swaziland Prime Minister Mbilini Dlamini 
on Wednesday [8 May] was “window dressing” which 
would not solve the country’s problems, Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] Secretary-General 
Jan Sithole said on Thursday. 


Sithole addressed reporters after Swazi King Mswati 
Ill made the announcement at a special gathering at 
the Royal Kraal in Ludzidzini. He said only the lifting 
of the 1973 royal decreee banning political parties and 
the scrapping of the non-party system could solve the 
country’s problenis. 


The king's action was like “changing the bottle top of 
a Coca Cola bottle and then telling people it is Fanta”, 
he said. 

Sithole has affiliated the trade union federation to an 
alliance of anti-government political opposition groups 
demanding a multiparty system. 
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Zambia 


Zambia: Government Amends Constitutional Bill 
Before Debate 


MBO0805063296 Lusaka THE POST in English 
8 May %6 


{Report by Sipo Kapumba and Goodson Machona: 
“Government Amends Draft Bill Before Debate" — 
received via Internet} 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The government yesterday 
pre-empied debate on clauses on the judiciary when 
the Vice-President declared before parliament that the 
Clauses have already been removed from the Constitu- 
tion Amendment bill. 


His announcement came before the bill was opened to 
the house for debate saying the clauses will formially be 
deleted from the bill at committee stage. “Concessions 
have been made to meet the views of those who had 
strong views on the draft bill,” Miyanda said. 


"The judiciary came strongly through the press and 
amendments relating to the judiciary will be taken care 
of at committee stage.” 


Provisions like Article 91 (f) which gives presumptive 
constitutionality to laws passed by parliament and pro- 
hibits judicial enquiry into such laws, and Article 98 (3), 
which gives the President powers to fire Supreme and 
High Court judges with parliamentary approval, have 
been heavily criticised by the judiciary and legal prac- 
titioners who said they would remove the judiciary’s 


independence. 


And debating the bill, Miyanda said the Constitution of 
Zambia (Amendment) Bill was “a result of broad ¢. 1 
sultation with the people of Zambia.” Among its aims 
are the promotion of democracy and safeguarding the 
country against dictatorship, provide for the rule of law, 
good governance and the independence of the judiciary, 
provide checks and balances in the government process 
and re-introduce the house of chiefs. 


He said the bill incorporates provisions of the 1964 and 
later constitutions and those of other countries. 


He insisted that only parliament had powers to legislate 
the constitution and called for “thorough, unemotiona] 
and patriotic debate.” [passage omitted] 


is report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Zambia: Chiluba Walks Out of Meeting With 
Opposition Parties 

MBO0705080896 Lusaka THE POS. in English 
7 Moy 96 


[Report by Masautso Phiri, Reuben Phiri, and Sipo 
Kapumba; received via Internet] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} President Frederick Chiluba 
and his government delegation walked out of yester- 
day's interparty talks because of the critical pastoral 
letter published by the Catholics, it has been alleged. 


The government also rejected the chairmanship of the 
Church because of the same pastoral letter which they 
described as political and partisan. 


Zambia Democratic Congress secretary Derrick Chitala 
claimed in a telephone interview yesterday that Move- 
ment for Multiparty Democracy, MMD, national secre- 
tary and health minister Michael Sata revealed this at 
the Mulungushi International Conference centre. “Sata 
told me this in the presence of my president Dean 
Mung’omba and | was really surprised,” Chitala said. 


Sata allegedly accused the Catholics of being partisan 
and therefore unfit to chair the interparty meeting saying 
they made a political point in their open letter to the 
president and members of parliament dated April 26, 
1996. 


“It’s unbelievable. It's incredible that the MMD would 
espouse such anti-Catholicism when there are al: of 
Catholics in the MMD," Chitala said. But Sata said 
in an interview yesterday he made general statements 
on non-governmental organisations including the Law 
Association of Zambia and the church. "What I said 
is that all of these have made partisan statements on 
issues before discussion so they have taken a stand. I did 
not specifically attack the Catholics. Chitala is simply a 
liar,” Sata said. 

The open letter addressed to the president and members 
of parliament calls for the withdrawal of the constitu- 
tional bill now before parliament. “We strongly believe 
that it will be in the interest of peace we all desire and 
the justice we all seek that the current draft bill be with- 
drawn from parliament until after the general elections 
later this year,” the letter signed by the Catholic Bishops 
of Zambia says. 


President Chiluba rushed to State House to address 
a “clean up” press conference justifying why he led 
his party and government officials in a walkout from 
yesterday's interparty talks. “The opposition parties 
wanted t© sponsor a crisis over the chairmanship,” 
Chiluba told the press conference. “The opposition 
parties wanted to create a constituent assembly by 
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default. They have squandered the opportunity to reach 
a common ground with government." 


But the opposition have described the president's con- 
duct as “childish” and "irresponsible". They said they 
would not allow Chiluba to chair the meeting because 
they wanted to talk to him and his party as equals. The 
Opposition parties were advocating for a neutral per- 
son to chair the meeting. “It appears that the issue of 
chairmanship is more important to the MMD than the 
interests of the people of Zambia,” Roger Chongwe, 
president of the Liberal Progressive Front, said, adding: 
“We have precedents which were set during the previ- 
ous inter-party meetings that were chaired by neutral 
persons.” 


Zambia Democratic President (ZDC) President Dean 
Mung’omba said Chiluba’s conduct was tragic. "By 
walking away he is in fact abrogating his responsibility. 
This is the first time in the world that a president ran 
away from meeting his citizens,” Mung’omba said. 


UNIP [United National Independence Party] president 
Kenneth Kaunc. called Chiluba’s walkout “irresponsi- 
ble.” 


"We condemn the walkout in the strongest of terms,” 
Kaunda said. 


National Party president Humphrey Mulemba, who 
triggered opposition against Chiluba’s chairmanship, 
said the president's behaviour was unfortunate. 


But in a later interview Sata claimed the President was 
not keen on giving in on the chairmanship demands 
because Opposition parties invited him as republican 
president not as MMD leader. “When they wrote they 
insisted they could not go through me because they 
wanted to meet President Chiluba in his capacity as 
republican president. He therefore came to Mulungushi 
as head of state who cannot be equal with those 
Opposition presidents,” Sata said. 


Zambia: Opposition Parties Demand Abandonment 
of Electoral Reforms 


MBO0705164096 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 6 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zambian opposition parties 
have demanded that the government abandons proposed 
electoral reforms, and that it negotiates with its oppo- 
nents about political change. The governing Movement 
for Multiparty Democracy was scheduled to present the 
electoral reforms to Parliament today. The reforms are 
widely seen as intended to prevent former President 
Kenneth Kaunda from contesting presidential elections 
due later this year. 


report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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In a statement issued after talks in Lusaka this morning, 
the leaders of 30 opposition parties demanded that 
the Constitutional Amendment Bill be withdrawn from 
Parliament to allow for meaningful dialogue between 
the opposition and the government. This morning's 
meeting was boycotted by the government. 


Zambia: UNIP Calls For Withdrawal of 
Coastitution Bill 


MB0805063496 Lusaka THE POST in English 
8 May 96 


(Report by Sipo Kapumba and Goodson Machona: 
"Government Proceeds With Adoption of Constitution" 
— received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The government yesterday 
proceeded with debate that would see the adoption and 
enactment of a new constitution ignoring protests from 
some members of the community. 


Opposition parties, non-governmental organisations, 
some churches and traditional rulers as well as some 
private individuals have for several months now 
"pleaded" with the government to have a broadly based 
constitution and refrain from using it to settle political 
scores. 


But the bill yesterday came up for second reading and 
debate. During debate member of parliament for UNIP 
(United National Independence Party), Lavu Mulimba, 
called for the withdrawal of the bill in order to build 
consensus. “I hope it is not too late even as we debate 
the bill in the second reading for the government to 
withdraw it so that the country can build genuine 
consensus upon which a constitution can stand the test 
of time can be enacted," he said. 


But newly appointed member of parliament, Vincent 
Malambo, rebuffed Mulimba’s claims saying it was not 
possible to have a constituent assembly because there 
was no law which provides for such a body. "Article 62 
of the 1991 [as received] states that legislative power 
is vested in parliament and there is no law that permits 
the delegation of this legislative power to another body,” 
Malambo said. But Mulimba said the bill in its present 
form had dashed all hopes of Zambia becoming a 
functioning democracy and represented a “tyranny of 
many.” On citizenship of presidential candidates, he said 
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But Malambo said that there was nothing strange with 
this as it was being followed in Zimbabwe, Malawi, 
Angola and Egypt. "The clause is not discriminatory. 
What should be debated is its merits," Malambo said. 


This is one of the many contentious clauses opponents 
of the constitution have been fighting. Debate continues 
today. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Court Cancels Elections of Mayors of 
Harare, Bulawayo 

MBO0805111196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1032 GMT 8 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE May 8 SAPA — 
The mayors of Zimbabwe's capital Harare and its 
second largest city Bulawayo were in effect stripped of 
their jobs on Wednesday [8 May] when a High Court 
judge cancelled their election because of bungling by 
council officials who organised the vote. 


Judge Ismail Adam set aside the results of voting in 
the two cities in October last year for the posts of 
executive mayor. The positions, which carry lavish 
perks and powerful influence, were set up by a decree 
from President Robert Mugabe after botched attempts 
by government and council officials to change the law. 


The judgement was a victory for the small, outspoken 
opposition Forum party, which .ccused Mugabe of 
flouting the law to bulldoze ruling party bosses into 
positions of authority. “The government is ignoring 
the rule of law and making up its own rules as 
it goes along,” Forum spokesman Trudy Stephenson- 
Dicky said. “That kind of business has got to stop, an* 
that’s why we challenged it.” 


Adam also ordered that dates for new elections be set. 


He said the incompetence of Harare and Bulawayo's 
town clerks was so serious that their councils should 
consider forcing them to pay personally for the legal 
costs of the case which has dragged through the courts 
for nearly a year. 


Mayoral elections were due to be held in August last 
year, but a month before voting, Parliament had still 
not passed local government legislation that was to put 
the councils under the control of executive mayors. 
Mugabe, using powers he wicids simiiar to state of 
emergency legislation, ordered that the elections for 
executive mayor could be held legally even though there 
was no law for the post. 


In spite of this, the two town clerks still failed to follow 
laid-down procedures for voting conduct. Adam said the 
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town clerks had shown “absolutely no compliance” even 
with the presidential decree, and that they had done “a 
disservice” to ratepayers. 


Only in December last year did Parliament finally 
change the laws ‘hat legalised executive mayoralty. 


Adam was also asked by Forum to declare “ultra vires” 
Mugabe's use of his presidential decree to make the 
electicns legal, but the judge said he had declined to 
make a ruling on the issue. 


Zimbabawe: New Independent Weekly To Be 
Launched ‘Next Week’ 

MB0305142196 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 2-9 May 96 p 12 


(Report by Richard Saunders) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A aew independent newspaper 
will hit Zimbabwe's streets next week in an effort to 
keep alive a faltering voice in the national press. 


The ZIMBABWE INDEPENDENT, a business-oriented 
weekly, comes in the wake of a crisis in the independent 
press which has seen many publications disappear 
or teeter on the brink of financial collapse. After 
blossoming in the wake of political liberalisation in 
the late Eighties, Zimbabwe's celebrated private sector 
press has been buffeted in the Nineties by the strong 
winds of economic reform. 


High interest rates, soaring production costs and re- 
stricted consumer demand led to shrinking ‘nargins. As 
a result the commercial foundations of the private sector 
press have been severely eroded, and the scope and na- 
tional reach of published opinion has narrowed. Zimbab- 
weans might now feel freer to criticise government and 
debate national policy, but there are few places where 
their voices can be heard. 


After a flurry of publishing activity featuring a rash of 
new titles in the early Nineties, Zimbabwe's publish- 
ing giants reasserted themselves. Today the market is 
dominated more than ever by Zimbpapers, the publicly 
owned government controlled chain which publishes six 
papers, including four weeklies and the country’s only 
two dailies. 


But, whereas wields unchallenged command 
of market share, it no longer leads opinion. “In the early 
Nineties ordinary Zimbabweans had a brief taste of a 
free press, and they liked it,” says Independent assistant 
editor Iden Wetherall. "Since then space has opened 
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massaged by editors unashamedly beholden to the 
government.” 


Zimpapers’ primary unearned advantage rests in the fact 
there are a few alternatives. A clutch of smaller month- 
lies and weeklies, addressing themselves to narrower 
communities, have mostly shied away from trying to 
establish a broad national presence. A limited set of 
popular magazines, which have been more politically 
adventurous, have had muted impact because of their 
limited publication frequency and distribution. 


On the other hand, newspapers which have tried to 
break the Zimpapers monopoly have been confronted 
by the enormous and rising costs involved — and by 
a government jealous of its privileged access to the 
national press. 


The latest victim of tightening margins and the rul- 
ing party's political sensitivities is Modus Publica- 
tions, where spiralling debt fuelled by punishing inter- 
est rates forced the closure of two papers and the edi- 
torial reining-in of a third, the respected FINANCIAL 
GAZETTE. 


Once a leading exponent of critical opinion and debate, 
the GAZETTE’s editorial independence gradually fell 
prey to demands from Modus’s owners, themselves 
under pressure from their creditors at the controlled 
Zimbank. 


In the wake of management's increasing admonition to 
ease up on criticism of the government and ruling party, 
GAZETTE editor Trevor Ncube and several other senior 
editorial staff left the paper this year. Since then, Modus 
has struggled to maintain the GAZETTE'’s traditional 
readership and advertising base. Staff and infrastructure 
have been pared back sharply, in a desperate attempt to 
cut costs and stay afloat. 


All of this — the financial collapse of Modus and the 
political crumbling of Zimpapers’ legitimacy — has left 
a gaping hole at the heart of the Zimbabwean newspaper 
market, which the Independent aims to fill. 


With solid capital, management and editorial resources 
(including a translocated senior editorial team from 
Modus, headed by former GAZETTE editor Ncube), 
there is a good chance it will succeed. Nonetheless, 
the paper's backing raises questions about where the 
Independent's support comes from, and which national 
voice it represents. 


The Independent's leading investors, Clive Murphy and 
Clive Wilson, have been important players in the local 
industry since the Eighties, when both were involved 
in the ownership and management of the GAZETTE. 
In 1989 they sold their controlling interest in Modus 
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to the company's current owners, a consortium of 
black businessmen led by former Zimpapers CEO (chief 
executive officer], Elias Rusike. In the following years 
Murphy and Wilson consolidated a new publishing 
company and developed a national distribuuion agency, 
both of which will now help support the Independent. 


If the origins of the paper's capital backing expose it to 
populist attacks from government and an increasingly 
militant black business “indigenisation” lobby, the com- 
position of the Independent's editorial staff make it dif- 
ficult to sustain this line of criticism. 


The editorial team insists it has been given firm guaran- 
tees of editorial autonomy by the Independent's owners, 


and that the previous editorial line developed during 
tenure at the black-owned Modus will be maintained. 
That stance included support for meaningful “black em- 
powerment” measures, as well as government's punish- 
ing economic reform programme. 


But both these positions may well become sticking 
points for the Independent in the current era of indigeni- 
sation politics, which has seen pressure groups calling 
for the rapid indigenisation of the economy. 
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Cote d’lvoire months ia which they should demonstrate their commit- 

: ment and resolve to the implementation of the Abuja 

Cote d’lvoire: Liberian Refugee Ship Leaking; Accord. The ultimatum is part of recommendations 
Women Allowed Ashore 


AB0905113796 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 9 May 96 


(From the “Network Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Thousands of Liberians fleeing 
the fighting in Monrovia by ship have run into trouble 
off the Ivory Coast. The Nigerian vessel, Bulk Chal- 
lenger, heading for Ghana, started to leak water and 
sink. It made it into the port of San Pedro, where the 
women and children have been allowed ashore. Ben 
Dotsei Malor got through to San Pedro and spoke to 
Samir Khazour Junior, chief mate on board another ship 
there. Ben asked him what was happening with the Bulk 
Challenger. 


[Begin recording) (Khazour) Bulk Challenger has leak- 
age... [pauses] many leakages, and now the Ivorian Gov- 
ernment is trying to patch up the leakages so that they 
will continue their destination for Ghana. 


{[Malor}] What about the men on the boat? 


{Khazour] They are still on the boat due to the fact that 
they don’t have any legitimate passes. 


(Malor] What has been done with the people on board 
the Bulk Challenger? We understand the women and the 
children have been taken off and put in a warehouse at 
the harbor there. 


(Khazour} They are probably afraid that people having 
sicknesses, and no contacts ‘vhatsoever, so they are also 
having their own security reasons. [sentence as heard] 


[Malor} What condition are the women and children in 
in the warehouse? Have they got food? Have they got 
any medicine? 


(Khazour] Yes, MSF [Medecins Sans Frontieres, Doc- 
tors Without Borders) is taking care of that area. They 
are just doing their best. So far, so good. Everything is 
under control, there is no cause for alarm. [end record- 
ing) 

Ghana 


Ghana: ECOWAS Issues Ultimatum to Liberia 


ABO0905 101396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 

Corpor. tion Radio Network in English 

1800 GMT 8 May 96 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) The ECOWAS [Economic 


Community of West African States} Committee of Nine 
has given the warring factions in Liberia up to two 


made by foreign ministers of the committee at their 
meeting which ended in Accra today. Our team of cor- 
respondents at the meeting were Sarah Akrofi-Quarcoo, 
Tina Teiioda, and Newlove Mammattah. First, Sarah 


Akrofi-Quarcoo. 


[Begin recording} [Akrofi-Quarcoo] The foreign minis- 
ters worked late into the night and the greater part of 
the morning to fisalize recommendations for the heads 
of state summit scheduled to take off later in the day. 
However, after delegates convened successively to wit- 
ness the summit, Ghana's foreign minister Dr. Obed 
Asamoah announced that the summit had been deferred 
to the regular summit of ECOWAS scheduled for Abuja 
on 15 July. He said this is a wait-and-see period to as- 
sess what the Liberians would do. For this reason he 
explained that the ministerial session did not find it nec- 
essary to recommend the convening of the summit at 
this time. He outlined some of the steps they expect the 
Liberians to take within the next two months. 


{Asamoah] We are expecting that all the parties must 
ensure the strict observance of the cease-fire that has 
been agreed upon. In the secon( place, there should be 
an immediate withdrawal of armed fighters from Mon- 
rovia simultaneously with the completion of the deploy- 
ment of ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] throughout the city. Thirdly, there should be the 
removal of all arms and ammunition from Monrovia to 
be verified by ECOMOG and UNOMIL [UN Observer 
Mission in Liberia) and the reinstatement of Monrovia 
to the status of a safe haven. 


Now, with regard to General Johnson, we all know that 
it was the attempt to arrest him that led to the recent 
crisis. We are making a series of recommendations, but 
I will only highlight about two of them. One is that Gen. 
Johnson would have to make an appropriate statement 
indicating his satisfaction with and preparedness to work 
along the lines of the present mechanism for peace 
and stability in Liberia. It has also been decided that 
Gen. Johnson should be reinstated in his position by 
the Council of State in accordance with the Abuja 


agreement. 


[Akrofi-Quarcoo] Dr. Asamoah's announcement defer- 
ring the summit confirmed earlier speculations that the 
session might not come up because of lack of quorum. 
Apart from the Sierra Leonean head of state, President 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, the other heads of state failed to 
turn up. Although no official explanation was given on 
their absence, in an interview with Ghana's ambassador 
to Togo, Mr. David Anaglate, indicated that President 
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Eyadema of Togo had confirmed at the last minute that 
he could not make it to the Accra summit. Apart from 
their being fed up with the apparent lack of progress 
for the peace initiative, the absence of two of the main 
faction leaders, Mr. Charles Taylor and Alhaji Koromah 
at the Accra summit, could have been another cause for 
the lack of quorum, 


{Tehoda} President Rawlings, in his closing address 
to the ministerial committee, stated that while the 
subregion is willing to support the Liberian peace 
process, it must be made clear that ECOMOG cannot 
remain in that country beyond a certain point. 


[Rawlings] I want us to send a final piece of advice to 
the leaders of Liberia's [word indistinct] that their coun- 
try is in mortal danger of being completely abandoned 
by the international community. 


{Tehoda] President Rawlings complained about actions 
of the Liberian Council of State which have contributed 
to the failure of the peace process, especially the issue 
of disarmament and demobilization. He pointed out that 
the sovereignty of Liberia has never been compromised 
by ECOMOG and has never been an issue ever since 
the force intervened to stop the carnage in that country. 


[Rawlings] The knotty points in the draft status of forces 
agreement which would have subjected ECOMOG to 
the supervision and control of the LNTG [Liberian 
National Transitional Government} have been removed. 
The sovereignty of Liberia has been reaffirmed in 
unequivocal terms just as the need also for ECOMOG 
forces to put up the best professional behavior on 
Liberian soil. 

{Mammattah} The ECOWAS chairman endorsed the 
recommendations of the foreign ministers to postpone 
the emergency summit so as to allow the Liberian fac- 
tions to demonstrate their commitment to the implemen- 
tation of the Abuja accord. The Sierra Leonean presi- 
dent, Alhaji Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, supported the Abuja 
accord and urged members of the Liberian Council of 
State to abide by its positions and cooperate with ECO- 
MOG. He said peace in Liberia will boost his own ef- 
forts in the search of peace in his country. Mr. Tejan 
Kabbah commended President Rawlings for his role in 
the Liberian peace process. [end recording} 


Ghana: Rawlings Reiterates Call For Cease-Fire in 
Liberia 


ABO905 142396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 9 May 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States], Flight 
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Lieutenant Jerry John Rawlings, has repeated the call 
on Liberian faction leaders to adhere to the cease- 
fire to enable the transitional council to take control 
of affairs in the country. This will prevent further 
atrocities to the people. President Rawlings said if this 
is not done, ECOWAS will be forced into taking harsh 
decisions at its next summit in July. He cautioned 
that if the warring factions throw morality overboard, 
ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
will be strengthened to demonstrate that there is a 
stronger force to deal with the situation. 


President Rawlings was speaking in an interview at the 
airport shortly before the Sierra Leonc 1n leader, Ahmed 
Tejan Kabbah, left for home at the enc of a meeting in 
Accra of the ECOWAS Committee of Nine on Liberia. 
He noted that the state of affairs in Liberia is becoming 
a drain on the economies of ECOWAS member states. 
He again appealed to the international community to 
assist the peacekeeping force with the required logistics 
to control the situation. 


The Sierra Leonean President Alhaji Kabbah said mem- 
ber countries have the responsibility to the people of 
Liberia and not to the factional leaders, adding that 
Liberians must be assisted to achieve peace which has 
eluded them for about six years. He called on ECO- 
MOG not to sit down and allow anybody to attain his 
personal ambition. 


On the negotiations with the RUF (Revolutionary 
United Front} for peace in his country, President Kab- 
bah said at the moment a technical committee meeting 
is being held in Cote d'Ivoire in an atmosphere of 
cooperation and understanding. He said the negotiators 
are trying to work out details of a peace plan for the 
government and the RUF. 


Ghana: Nigerian Minister Comments on Abacha’s 
Absence From Liberia Summit 


AB0905 103096 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 9 May 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Now, fighting is continuing in 
Monrovia this morning and Liberians will be fearing 
the worst today after the latest attempted peace taiks 
failed yesterday. Most vi the heads of state of the 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] member countries didn't turn up for a meeting 
in Accra, Ghana, leaving their foreign ministers to 
come out with proposals which will now be put to 
the ECOWAS summit in August. Seven of the nine 
heads of state due were reported absent, among them, 
Nigeria's General Sani Abacha. Well, on the line to 
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Accra, Kadriya Ahmed asked Nigerian Foreign Minister 
Tom Ikimi why Gen. Abacha wasn't with him: 


[Begin recording) (Ikimi)} I'm sure that something very 
serious must have developed in Nigeria — which 
must have to do with his state duties—that musi have 
prevented him from coming. I have not yet been in 
touch with Abuja and so I cannot give you any definite 
reasons, you know, why Gen. Abacha was not here. 


[Ahmed] Because Nigeria plays such an important role 
in ECOWAS, isn’t it up to you to set an example? 


{Ikimi} | have come here as the foreign minister of 
my country to represent Nigeria and I have participated 
fully during the deliberations here, and I have stated our 
country’s position on all the matters that were tabled for 
discussion. It would have really been symbolic for my 
head of state to be here. I have his full support in the 
positions that | have taken on all the matters that have 
been discussed. 


[Ahmed] Now, what about the accusations against 
General Johnson? How did the ministerial meeting deal 
with this? 


{Ikimi} The Council of Mi isters decided that Gen. 
Johnson must come out with a proper statement to the 
effect that he endorses, you know, the provisions, you 
know, of the Abuja agicement and was prepared, you 
know, to keep faith with it. Similarly, the Council of 
Ministers is calling upon the Council of State to restore 
Gen. Johnson to his uriginal position. 


[Ahmed] So, how do you think these recommendations 
will be received by Alhaji Koromah and Charles Taylor? 


{Ikimi] I have the impression, from what I hear, that 
Alhaji Koromah and Charles Taylor are both interested 
now in restoring peace in their country. They must be 
seriously embarrassed by this level of destruction of 
their country, Monrovia. [end recording} 


Ghana: OAU Secretary, Council of State Chairman 
on Liberia Crisis 


ABO805195596 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The secretary general of the 
OAU, Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, making a realistic as- 
sessment of the situation in Liberia, noted that the 
Liberian leaders cannot be exonerated from responsi- 
bility for their country’s present tragedy. He said lead- 
ership pre-supposes responsibility. As such the leaders 
of Liberia should have taken measures towards disarma- 
ment as enshrined in the Abuja agreement. Dr. Ahmed 
Salim called on the international community to honor its 
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pledge to strengthen ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
logistically to make it an effective deterrent [words in- 
distinct] its continued role to develop as a stark reality. 
The secretary general said a strengthened and effective 
ECOMOG will maintain peace and security necessary 
for implementing the Abuja agreement. He called on 
the international community to make its assistance to 
ECOMOG commensurate with the requirements of the 
Liberian situation. Dr. Ahmed Salim said Liberia rep- 
resents a test case on how prepared the international 
community is to assist Africa in resolving conflicts on 
the continent. 


The chairman of Liberia's Council of State, Professor 
Wilton Sankawolo, attributed the delay in implement- 
ing the Abuja agreement to circumstances beyond his 
country’s control. He, therefore, suggested that be man- 
dated to intervene in local situations to avoid violence. 
Prof. Sankawolo pressed for the signing of the [words 
indistinct) documents as a first step to the issue of de- 
mobilization and disarmament. 


Ghana: Ministers ‘Finalize’ Recommendations for 
Liberia Summit 


ABO805 140796 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Foreign ministers of coun- 
tries forming the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] Committee of Nine on Liberia 
are busily finalizing recommendations that would serve 
as the working document for the heads of state sum- 
mit beginning in Accra later today. The Committee 
of Nine comprises Ghana, Nigeria, Togo, Benin, Cote 
d'Ivoire, Sierra Leone, Guinea, The Gambia, and Sene- 
gal. The ministers are holding the deliberations behind 
closed doors. Our correspondents at the Accra Interna- 
tional Conference Center are Sarah Akrofi-Quarcoo and 
Newlove Mammattah. Let us pick their report on tele- 


phone. 


[Begin recording] [Akrofi-Quarcoo] The heads of state 
summit was scheduled to take place at 11 A.M., but 
as at the time of filing this report, recommendations 
by the foreign ministers, which will form the working 
documents for the heads of state, had not been finalized. 
The foreign ministers worked well into last night and 
throughout this morning in preparing the document. 


Meanwhile, only the Sierra Leonean head of state, 
President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, has arrived for the 
summit. There are indications that the other seven heads 
of state might be represented by their foreign ministers. 
Although no official explanation has been given as to 
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their absence, an interview with Ghana's ambassador 
to Togo, Mr. David Anaglate, indicates that President 
Eyadema has confirmed at the last minute that he 
cannot make it for the Accra summit. He said President 
Kerekou of Benin should have been on the same flight 
with his Togolese counterpart. 


In an interview, Liberian information minister, Miss 
Victoria Refell, said the thorny issues at the foreign 
ministers meeting concerned the question of collective 
presidency and the implementation of the Abuja Accord. 
She still thinks, however, that the Abuja Accord is 
the best framework for peace in Liberia and must be 
adhered to. 


The Nigerian foreign minister, Mr. Tom Ikimi, dis- 
agreed with the suggestion that the absence of Mr. 
Charles Taylor and Alhaji Koromah from the Accra con- 
ference is the reason for the low attendance of the heads 
of state. He said, the Committee of Nine on Liberia has 
the capacity to convene a meeting at any time, and this 
meeting should be seen in that sense. Mr. Ikimi, how- 
ever, warned that Liberians should see this effort as the 
last by ECOWAS at seeking a solution to their present 
situation. [end recording) 


Ghana: Emergeacy Summit on Liberia Deferred to 
ECOWAS Regular Summit 

AB0805 141396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

1400 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The emergency summit of 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States} Committee of Nine on Liberia has been deferred 
to the regular summit of ECOWAS, which takes place in 
two months’ time. The summit was scheduled to follow 
the foreign ministers’ meeting in Accra, which was 
charged with making recommendations for the meeting 
of the heads of state. 


Ghana's foreign minister, Dr. Obed Asamoah, said the 
foreign ministers felt it was not necessary to recommend 
the convening of the summit at this time. He said certain 
steps arc going to be applied within the period to ensure 
commitment to the implementation of the Abuja accord. 
The foreign ministers had recommended the immediate 
reinstatement of General Roosevelt Johnson. 


Ghana: Rawlings To Send ECOWAS Delegation to 
Liberia 


AB0905 145496 Accra Ghana B 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

1300 GMT 9 May 96 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) President Rawlings is sending 
a special envoy to the Liberian capital, Monrovia, 
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tomorrow to hold talks with members of Liberia's 
Council of State. The deputy minister cf foreign affairs, 
Dr. Mohamed ibn Chambas, disclosed this when he 
briefed members of the diplomatic corps on decisions 
taken by the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States) Committee of Nine on the Liberian 
crisis at their meeting in Accra yesterday. Newlove 
Mammattah reports: 


[Begin Mammaittah recording) Dr. Mohamed ibn Cham- 
bas told members of the diplomatic corps that President 
Rawlings, in his capacity as chairman of ECOWAS, is 
actively pursuing the return of peace to Liberia. He said 
at yesterday's ECOWAS Committee of Nine meeting 
in Accra, the chairman decided to dispatch his special 
envoy, Mr. Victor Gbaho, to Monrovia for very urgent 
discussions. According to Dr. ibn Chambas, Mr. Gbeho 
will discuss decisions reached on returning Monrovia to 
the status of safe haven for all Liberians. The special 
envoy will confer with members of Liberia's Council of 
State on implementing immediately the decision to with- 
draw armed fighters from Monrovia, while effecting the 
deployment of ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Mon- 
itoring Group] throughout the city, giving safe conduct 
to armed elements of ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberia) and the Liberian Peace 
Council, LPC, to withdraw to agreed areas for demobi- 
lization. Dr. Chmabas said other issues that will hasten 
the institution of normality will be discussed. These in- 
clude the reopening of radio stations, arrangements for 
the early return of refugees from Monrovia to their home 
counties in preparations for elections, and the signing of 
the state of forces agreement between ECOMOG and 
Liberia. 

On the issue that triggered off the recent fighting, Dr. 
Chambas said ministers welcomed Ghana's offer of 
temporary asylum for General Roosevelt Johnson. He 
urged the diplomatic corps to impress upon their gov- 
ernments with the urgency to honor their pledges of 
assistance to ECOMOG to enable it discharge its du- 
ties effectively in the framework for peace. Dr. Cham- 
bas blamed the foreign media for calling yesterday's 
ECOWAS foreign ministers’ meeting a failure and said 
the response from the Liberians themselves has been 
encouraging since they fully participated in the discus- 
sions. [end recording] 


Ghana: ECOWAS Foreign Ministers Depart Accra 
Summit 

AB0905 114896 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

0600 GMT 9 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Some of the ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States] foreign min- 
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isters left Accra last night for home. They are from 
Guinea, Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Cote d'Ivoire. 


Speaking to newsmen before departure, the Guinean 
foreign minister, Mr. Zoumanigui, said the problem 
in Liberia now is not that of the faction leaders, but 
that of the Liberian National Transitional Government. 
He said the council must reinstate General Roosevelt 
Johnson as this is the best way to resolve the crisis. Mr. 


The Senegalese foreign minister, Mr. Moustapha Niasse, 

satisfaction about the continuing efforts of 
the ECOWAS chairman to find peace for the people of 
Liberia. On his part, the Burkinabe foreign minister, Mr. 
Quedraogo, said it is time everybody understood that 
Liberians must be allowed to solve their own problems. 


Liberia 
Liberia: Factions Fight Over ‘Key’ Bridge 


AB0805141096 Paris AFP in English 
1142 GMT 8 May 96 


{By Anthony Morland] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Monrovia, May 8 (AFP) — 
Factional fighters in Monrovia batiled over a key bridge 
Wednesday [8 May] morning but the rest of ‘he Liberian 
capital was reported to be calm. 


Ethnic Krahn forces of the Uniied Liberation Movement 
(ULIMO-J) and fighters of the National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia [NPFL]— considered by its leader Charles 
Taylor to be government troops — fought for territory 
on Johnson Bridge, which links the city centre with Vai 
Town, an area that gives access to a parallel bridge, 
witnesses contacted by telephone reported. 


Most parts of Monrovia were quiet, however as a 
ceasefire first called April 19, broken nine days later 
and re-imposed Monday, seemed to have taken hold. 


In the diplomatic enclave of Mamba Point, residents 
moved freely to fetch food and water or to visit friends 
and family hitherto unreachable because of the clashes. 


[passage omitted) 

Armed youths — few factional militiamen are beyond 
their twenties — still roamed the streets, sometimes 
a OO > 


Potnt hovered on the edge of catastrophe 
those involved, a boy of no more than 12, pulled a hand 
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grenade from his pocket and held it to the face of the 
other, his finger on the pin. “I'll pull it out, man, You 
shut up or I'll pull it out,” he shouted, (passage omitted) 


Liberta: ULIMO-K’S Koromah Rules Out Contacts 
With Johnson 


AB0905100496 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
0730 GMT 9 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) In Liberia, firmness is still pre- 
vailing. Alhaji Koromah, leader of the United Liber- 
ation Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Koromah 
{ULIMO-K] and member of the Council of State, made 
a short visit to Abuja, the Nigerian political capital, yes- 
terday. In a statement, he said that he rules out any ne- 
gotiations with Roosevelt Johnson, the Krahn leader of 
the ULIMO-Johnson faction, who is a considered as the 
cause of the new massacres in Liberia. 


Meanwhile, fighting is still going on in Monrovia, 
the Liberian capital, while the passengers — Liberian 
refugees — of a ship, are still stranded at the Ivorian 
port of San Pedro as a result of what has been officially 


reported as a leakage problem. 


Liberia: Relative Calm Reported in Munrovia 9 
May 

AB0905 134496 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

1300 GMT 9 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Reports from Liberia speak of 
relative calm in the capital. The cessation of hostilities 
comes a day after ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States} foreign ministers meeting in 
Ghana warned that the world could abandon Liberia if 
its warlords did not end six years of civil war. ECOWAS 
Chairman Flight Lieutenant Jerry John Rawlings warned 
yesterday of a withdrawal of the West African peace- 
keeping force, ECOMOG (ECOWAS Cease-Fire Mon- 
itoring Group], if the warlords did not abandon their 
senseless war. 


Nigeria 

Nigeria: Court Orders Abiola To Appear To 
Choose Defense Lawyer 

AB0805214796 Paris AFP 2102 GMT 8 May 96 
{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, May 8 (AFP) — A 
Nigerian judge ordered Wednesday (8 May] a jailed 
Opposition figure to appear in court to end a row over 
his choice of defense lawyer in his treason trial. 


Pederal High Court Judge Chris Senlong ordered the 
authorities detaining Chief Moshood Abiola, held on 
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charges of treason for claiming he won a presidential 
poll in 1993, to bring the defendait before the court to 
make his choice of counsels. 


Abiola, who fell foul of the military regime by insisting 
he won a June 1993 presidential poll which was 
subsequently annulled, is due to choose between two of 
Nigeria’s most prominent lawyers, Godwin Ajayi and 
Rotimi Williams, who have sparred spectacularly over 
Abiola’s representation in recent weeks. 


Ajayi has been Abiola’s principal defense lawyer since 
the treason trial started in July 1994 but at the end of 
last month, Rotimi wrote him a letter in which he urged 
Ajayi to withdraw from the case to enable him take it 
over. 


Ajayi fired a reply saying that only a direct instruction 
from Abiola or his wife, who hired him on behalf 
of her husband, can make him withdraw his legal 
representation from the case. 


The issue has even divided Abiola’s family, pitting 
Abiola’s wife, Kudiratu Abiola, who backs Ajayi, 
against his eldest son, Kola Abiola, who wants Rotimi 
to take over the case. 


Nigeria: Human Rights Groups Condemn Arrest of 
Ablola’s Wife 

ABO805221796 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 8 May 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Human rights and pro- 
democracy groups in Nigeria have condemned the 
arrest and charging of Kudiratu Abiola, the wife of 
the jailed opposition leader Moshood Abiola. The 
Campaign for the Defense of Human Rights said it 


Mrs. Abiola was charged with conspiracy to commit a 
misdemeanor and publishing documents claiming that 
her husband is the rightful president of Nigeria. She 
denied the charges and was released on bail. She has 
been seeking international support for her efforts to keep 
alive the issue of the annulled !993 elections which her 


husband is widely presumed to have won. 


Nigeria: Paper Says Country in Ruins 

ABO705 141996 Lagos NATIONAL CONCORD 

in English 29 Apr 96 p 19 

[Article by Bayo Oguntunase: “Issues Facing Nigeria’ ] 
(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) In the character reference 


or testimonial he issued to the world in 1983 about 
Nigeria (False Image of Ourselves) Professor Chinua 
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Achebe wrote: “Nigeria is not a great country. It is 
one of the most disorderly nations in the world. It is 
one of the most corrupt, insensitive, inefficient places 
under the sun. It is one of the most expensive countries 
and one of those that give least value for money. 
It is dirty, callous, noisy, ostentatious, dishonest and 
vulgar. In short, Nigeria is among the most unpleasant 
places on earth!” This is a marred image of our country 
but it is Correct in every material particular. [sentence 
as published) It is the uncomfortable truth about our 
country. 


Today, we are in magnificent ruins, made in the image 
of God yet marred in every aspect of our national 
and individual life. Our dignity has been sacrificed on 
the altar of avarice, and the familiar story of man's 
inhumanity to man prevails. It is the story of injustice 


seen everywhere. 


In Nigeria, most of our social, political, economic, 
moral as well as ethical, medical, cultural and religious 
problems are most unfortunately, self-generated and 
self-inflicted. Today a number of issues, including 
peace, unity, justice, leadership, human rights as well 
as employment, discipline, drugs, honesty, alcohol, 
premarital sex, the church and accountability are facing 
the Nigerian society. 


In the grammar of politics, social peace and political sta- 
bility engenders economic growth and social progress. 
In today’s Nigeria, what we have is peace of the grave- 
yard! This so-called peace is a lie and we can no longer 
love a beautiful lie. And where there is no peace, the 
people run riot. Is that not true of today’s Nigeria? 
At any speed, you are not safe. Nobody is safe. And 
usually, foreign investors and tourists are scared away 
from the countries where life and property cannot be 
secured. Armed robbery is a national disaster and per- 
sonal tragedy. The great issue of peace, like justice and 
unity, is taxing the minds of thinking and thoughtful 
Nigerians. It is serious. [passage omitted] 


Look at every part of Nigeria, and what do you see? 
Terrorism, physical violence, police brutality, military 
arrogance, ethnic rascality and armed robbery. Yes, 
we are tmily living in a world of unceasing war. 
Our great investments, wealth, stock, ingenuity and 
energy are concentrated not on the relief of sickness, 
illiteracy, ignorance, disease and famine, but on a 
grand programme of “how to kill your neighbour more 
effectively than he can kill you.” [passage omitted] 


Many people have been compelled most reluctantly to 
defend their personal effects, their loved ones, and even 
their communities because of the rapacity of others. Tell 
me, who can compute the grief of the millions bereaved 
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in the battle for freedom, for liberty? Now, a weeping 
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blood regularly and still be asking for peace 


peace of mind. Otherwise, our civil 
enemies and the occupying Nigerian Army will continue 


to send us to premature death not only physically but 
also psychologically, mentally and emotionally. 
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